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Abstract

In view of the great demand {rom various fields of science and technology for basie
research in inorganic Materials, the Government decided to establish NIRIM, National
Institute for Research in Inorganic Materials, in 1966. The entire Institute was moved
to Tsukuba academic city in 1972, making it the first organization. New materials,
especially inorganic advanced materials, are the basis for advanced technology. The
institute carries out basic and special research in the creation of such inorganic
materials. Recently pioneering fields such as energy, electronics and spacecraft require
a wide variety of materials. Under a comprehensive research structure, the institute is
working on the developmenti of new inorganic materials with a variety of characteristics,
such as refractory, electronic, magnetic, optical, superconducting, bio, intelligent
materials etc. The research of the instituie is based on the interrelation among
synthesis, analysis and evaluation of properties. Organization of the institute consists
mainly of 14 research groups, 1 station, 2 centers and administrative division.
Furthermore the institute was selected one of the first instituies as a Center Of
Excellence{COE).

The research group is unique, because it is dissolved and a new research group is
organized to undertake a new project basically every five year. In the instituie glass
research{chalcogenide glass) has started from 1970 as one of the 14 research groups.
Then “aluminosilicate glass”, “rare earth sillicate glass”™ and “rare earth
aluminosilicate glass” were studied consequently every five year. New glass research,
which concens with “VI group-oxide glass(MOx- ROy, M:Te, Mo and W)7, will start from
April in 1995 instead of tellurite glass research{19%0 ~1995). Introduction concerns
mainly with organization, research system, facility and main equipments supporting
research, including research activity of the glass group.
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